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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Date: June 16, 2026   9:00 a.m. 

Place: Commissioners Room, Courthouse, Caledonia, MN  

Members Present: Cindy Wright, Eric Johnson, Kurt Zehnder, Robert Schuldt, and Greg Myhre 

Others Present: Interim Auditor/Treasurer Polly Heberlein, Fillmore County 
Journal Reporter Charlene Selbee, The Caledonia Argus Associate Editor 
Kaita Gorsuch, Finance Director Carol Lapham, Coordinator Brent Parker, 
EDA Director & Coordinator Support Allison Wagner, Engineer Brian 
Pogodzinski, Interim Attorney Suzanne Bublitz, Assessor Luke Onstad, 
Environmental Services Director Amelia Meiners, Donna Buckbee, Chris 
Priebe, Floyd Hackman, John Haines, Robin Danielson, Eric Danielson, Cindy 
Crestwell-Hatleli, Scott Hatleli, Bev Hanson, Dean Mierau, Steve Hartwick, 
Jackie Baker, Supervisor Medicolegal Death Investigators Monica Kendall, 
Chief Medical Examiner Ross Reichard, and R.L. Christensen 

Presiding: Chairperson Myhre  

Call to order.  

Pledge of Allegiance.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Schuldt motion 
unanimously carried to approve the agenda.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Wright, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, motion 
unanimously carried to approve the meeting minutes from June 2, 2026. There was one 
misspelled name that would need to be corrected in the minutes.  

Commissioner Wright said there was one misspelled name that would need to be 
corrected in the Workgroup Session minutes. Motion was made by Commissioner Wright, 
seconded by Commissioner Zehnder, motion carried to approve the workgroup session minutes 
from June 9, 2026 with the correction. All Commissioners voted yes except for Commissioner 
Myhre who abstained due to being absent from the meeting.  

Public Comment:  

John Haines said he had recently suggested a mortarium on all sand mine applications. 
He said after the board had reinstated the half mile density rule a variance had been applied for. 
He said a comment had been made that sand was needed for roads, construction, and septic 
systems. Haines said he had done research and did not think sand was needed for roads or septic 
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systems. He said gravel was what was needed. Haines said he thought there was some truth to 
sand being needed for construction.  

Robin Danielson said she had come to a board meeting a year ago to ask if a 
Commissioner could attend a Township meeting regarding a vacated alley. She said the 
Township had wanted the landowner to help pay for the vacated alley. Danielson said her 
property line was surveyed. She said she had concerns about violations of State law. She invited 
the Commissioner and County Attorney to attend the next Township meeting.  

Cindy Crestwell-Hatleli asked the board to please approve the rezoning request. She said 
she thought a precedent was already set. She said there was already a residential parcel that 
bordered it. She said she also had concerns about response times for data requests. She said she 
had requested hallway data footage and footage from the zoning department and had not yet 
received it. 

Donna Buckbee said she supported the request of her neighbor. 

Jackie Baker said she supported Bev Hanson’s request. She said zoning ordinance 
integrity was important. She said zoning policies should be classified correctly from the start. 
Baker said she was a strong advocate for doing things correctly. She believed the area should be 
rezoned. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Commissioner Johnson moved, Commissioner Wright seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to open a public hearing to consider amending Peddler Ordinance 13 to reflect fee 
structure change, new requirement for Peddler/Transient Merchant to give bond to the county 
along with the change in the license period. 

Interim Auditor/Treasurer Polly Heberlein said the proposed changes to the 
Peddler/Transient Merchant license would include changing the $75 monthly fee to a $150 
yearly fee. The County would also require a bond. The license period would go from 30 days to a 
one-year timeline. Heberlein said the changes had been discussed previously and the department 
had done research to see what other counties in the area were doing. The proposed changes 
would make Houston County consistent with the rules in other counties. 

There were no public comments on the matter. 

Commissioner Johnson moved, Commissioner Wright seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to come out of the public hearing and return to the regular session.  

Commissioner Zehnder moved, Commissioner Johnson seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to open a public hearing to consider changing the current On-Sale/Off-Sale 3.2 Beer & 
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Wine License to an On-Sale Liquor License/Sunday for Pine Creek Golf Course at 3815 N. Pine 
Creek Rd in La Crescent MN. 

Interim Auditor/Treasurer Heberlein said a public hearing was required when changes 
were requested. She said Pine Creek Golf Course was requesting a full liquor license including 
Sundays.  

No one came forward with a public comment. 

Commissioner Johnson moved, Commissioner Zehnder seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to come out of the public hearing and return to the regular session.  

Commissioner Zehnder moved, Commissioner Johnson seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to open a public hearing to consider an addition of an On-Sale Wine License in 
conjunction with the current On-Sale/Off-Sale 3.2 Beer License for La Crescent Snowmobile 
Club at 2485 County 6 in La Crescent MN. 

There were no public comments on the matter. 

Commissioner Zehnder moved, Commissioner Johnson seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to come out of the public hearing and return to the regular session.  

Chief Medical Examiner Ross Reichard gave the Annual Medical Examiner Report (2025 
data) to the Commissioners. He said death certificate information included the cause of death, 
manner of death, if an autopsy occurred, if the individual was pregnant, Tabacco use, if injury 
date, time and location and how the injury occurred, if the injury happened at work, and if 
transportation injury type (e.g. driver, passenger, etc.). He said the information was used by 
family, relatives, and the Minnesota Department of Health/CDC-Public Health. In Houston 
County in 2025 the total deaths were 157. Of those deaths, 144 had been reported to the medical 
examiner. 18 had a complete autopsy and 14 had an external examination. Reichard discussed 
the manner of deaths with the Commissioners. He said a majority of deaths (131) had occurred 
naturally. He said this was good data and what a County wanted to see. There had been 12 
accidents and one suicide. There had been no homicides or accidents due to motor vehicles.  He 
said there had been one accident that had been due to an accidental drug overdose. The drug had 
been meth. Reichard said meth was the drug leading overdose deaths in Southeast Minnesota. He 
said they had also seen alcohol death effects rise since the pandemic. The drug overdose in 
Houston County had been in the 45-64 age range. Reichard said this was another trend they were 
seeing as drug overdoses were often happening in older adults instead of younger adults and 
often were happening to chronic drug users. The board thanked Reichard for the annual report. 

Commissioner Johnson moved, Commissioner Zehnder seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to go into closed session pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.05, Subdivision 2 (b), to 
discuss preliminary allegations and private personnel data related to an employee grievance. The 
Commissioners, Coordinator Parker, and Attorney Bublitz attended the closed session.  
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 Commissioner Johnson moved, Commissioner Zehnder seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to come out of closed session and return to regular session at 10:58 a.m. Coordinator 
Parker gave a summary of the closed session saying they had discussed preliminary allegations 
and private personnel data related to an employee grievance. He said no action had been taken 
during the closed session.  
   
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

 Commissioner Wright moved, Commissioner Johnson seconded, motion unanimously 
carried to approve the consent agenda. Approved items are below.  
 

1) Approve the following Liquor Licenses from July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027.  
LIQUOR LICENCES, WINE AND STRONG BEER 
Ferndale Golf, LLC dba Ferndale Golf, LLC (on sale + Sunday) 
Ma Cal Grove Country Club, Inc. dba Ma Cal Grove Country Club, Inc. (on sale 

 Sunday) (contingent upon submission of required paperwork) 
Par 4 Golf, LLC dba Valley High Golf Club (on/off sale + Sunday) 
 
Shellhorn Enterprises, Inc. dba Shellhorn Bar and Grill (on/off sale + Sunday) 
(contingent upon submission of required paperwork) 
Gasthaus, LLC dba Little Miami (on/off sale + Sunday)  
Money Creek Haven Inc dba Money Creek Haven Campground (on/off sale + 
Sunday) 

 
ON SALE BEER LICENSES 
Lawrence Lake Marina, LLC dba Lawrence Lake Marina 
Gopher State Sportsmans Club dba Gopher State Sportsmans Club 

 
OFF SALE BEER LICENSE 
Lawrence Lake Marina, LLC dba Lawrence Lake Marina 
Houston Food Mart dba Houston Food Mart 

 
2) Approve a Lower-Potency Hemp Edible Retailer Registration for River Station LLC 

located in Brownsville MN.  
3) Approving a Lower-Potency Hemp Edible Retailer Registration for Kwik Trip located in 

Hokah MN.  
4) Review and approve payments. Payments are below.  

REQUEST APPROVAL FOR PAYMENTS 
 

  

2026/06/16 COMMISSIONER WARRANTS: 
 

  

VENDOR NAME AMOUNT 
ACENTEK 5,997.17 
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ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCAR 8,112.33 
BOLTON & MENK INC 6,000.00 
BRUENING ROCK PRODUCTS INC 19,057.17 
CALEDONIA SNO GOPHERS CLUB 2,269.08 
CALEDONIA/CITY OF 15,054.92 
ENTERPRISE FM 10,462.64 
HILLER COMMERCIAL FLOORS 8,000.00 
HOUSTON COUNTY TREASURER 21,309.13 
HOUSTON COUNTY TREASURER 61,861.89 
JC SMITH INC 5,648.00 
KNOW INK 4,125.00 
LIBERTY TIRE RECYCLING LLC 3,750.65 
MEYERS LAWN SERVICE LLC 2,000.00 
MIENERGY COOPERATIVE 4,141.61 
MN STATE AUDITOR 16,306.50 
MN STATE TREASURER 4,424.00 
OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY 3,935.20 
PHILLIPS OUTDOOR SERVICES 29,805.59 
QUALITY POWER SOLUTIONS 5,565.00 
RICHARD'S SANITATION LLC 26,993.41 
TRIMIN SYSTEMS INC 2,250.00 
VISA 14,809.49 
WEX BANK 2,575.89 
WEX BANK 2,617.82 
WIEBKE TIRE CO 14,001.55 
ZIEGLER INC 49,920.00  

350,994.04 
60 VENDORS PAID LESS THAN $2000.00 29,321.91  

380,315.95 
PUBLIC HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 203,834.55  

584,150.50 

 
 

 
  

 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

File No. 1 – Motion was made by Commissioner Zehnder, seconded by Commissioner 
Wright, motion unanimously carried to approve the amendment to Peddler Ordinance #13. 
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File No. 2 –Motion was made by Commissioner Schuldt, seconded by Commissioner 
Zehnder, motion unanimously carried to approve the change in Liquor License for Pine Creek Golf 
Course in La Crescent. 

 
File No. 3 –Motion was made by Commissioner Wright, seconded by Commissioner 

Johnson, motion unanimously carried to approve the change in Liquor License for La Crescent 
Snowmobile Club.  
 
 File No. 4 –Motion was made by Commissioner Zehnder, seconded by Commissioner 
Johnson, motion unanimously carried to approve a renewal of a 5-Year Lease with the Dept. of 
Public Safety, Driver and Vehicle Services for the rental of approximately 360 sq. feet of space 
in the lower level of the Historic Courthouse which was used for a Driver Exam station. The 
updated rental amount would total $1,260.00 per year which would be paid quarterly.  The lease 
would commence on October 1, 2026 and continue through September 30, 2031. 
 
 File No. 5 –Motion was made by Commissioner Zehnder, seconded by Commissioner 
Wright, motion unanimously carried to approve an Interim Use Permit (IUP) for MNRE 1570 
61-US 14, LLC to operate a cannabis business with a medical cannabis endorsement in the 
Highway Business District in La Crescent Township. 
  
 File No. 6 – Commissioners discussed approving or denying a Zoning Amendment for 
Beverly Hanson to rezone an area from Agriculture Protection District to Residential Yucatan 
Township with County staff. The Planning Commission had recommended denial of the request. 
Environmental Services Director Amelia Meiners said there seemed to be some confusion 
around the request. Meiners said the property itself was in compliance and had been since it was 
permitted as a CUP many years prior. She said the surrounding acreage was primarily ag. The 
zoning department had received comments against the change. Commissioner Myhre asked 
questions about how the property was taxed. Assessor Luke Onstad explained that the property 
was taxed as residential. He said tax classification was different than zoning district. Tax 
classification went by the use and this was different from zoning. Commissioner Wright asked 
why the matter had come up now. The Commissioners discussed concerns about spot zoning. 
Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Wright, motion 
carried three to two, to deny a Zoning Amendment for Beverly Hanson to rezone an area from 
Agriculture Protection District to Residential Yucatan Township. The Commissioners voted by 
roll. Commissioners Wright, Johnson, and Zehnder voted yes to deny the request. 
Commissioners Schuldt and Myhre voted no.  
 
 File No. 7 –Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner 
Wright, motion unanimously carried to approve a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for Skyline 
Materials LTD to expand a quarry for mineral extraction in the Agriculture Protection District in 
Brownsville Township. Commissioner Wright noted that there were no objections submitted to 
the zoning office regarding the request.  
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 File No. 8 – Motion was made by Commissioner Wright, seconded by Commissioner 
Schuldt, motion unanimously carried to adopt an MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System) ordinance regulating illicit discharge, pet waste, and construction stormwater within the 
MS4 boundary that consists of County right of way within the City of La Crescent and a small 
portion of La Crescent Township. 
 
 File No. 9 – Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson seconded by Commissioner 
Schuldt, motion unanimously carried to deny a Grievance Submitted by Patrick Molling / Law 
Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. Local #237. The Commissioners voted by roll. Commissioners 
Wright, Johnson, Zehnder, Schuldt, and Myhre voted yes.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS   
 
 Coordinator Parker said the County Board of Adjustment and Equalization would be held 
that evening June 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioner’s room. Coordinator Parker said the 
County was working with IT to create a data request portal on the new website. Coordinator Parker 
and the County Attorney would be copied on all data requests going through the portal.  
 
 The Commissioners discussed recent and upcoming meetings including a Personnel, Solid 
Waste, ECB, Jail/Sheriff’s Office, SELCO, and Workforce Development meeting.  
 
 There would not be a June Planning Commission or Board of Adjustment meeting as no 
public hearings had been requested.    

 
Closing Public Comment:   

  
 Donna Buckbee said it was important to be heard. She said she couldn’t always hear people 
speaking in the room, and when she asked people to speak up it was not meant to be disrespectful.  
 
 Cindy Crestwell-Hatleli said she was concerned about the decision made that day. She said 
Rushford was expanding and was an important town. She said the decision made no sense to her. 
She said she appreciated those who were in support of the rezone and respected those who were 
not.  
 
 Rebecca Christenson said she lived in a small neighborhood who looked out for one 
another. She said they were watching closely what was happening in their neighborhood. She said 
the City of Rushford was totally encased by the City of Rushford Village.  
  
 There being no further business, a motion was made by Commissioner Zehnder, seconded 
by Commissioner Johnson, motion unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:05 a.m. The 
next meeting would be a regular meeting on June 23, 2026.  
       
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      HOUSTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

7



REGULAR SESSION—June 16, 2026  P a g e  | 139 

By: ________________________________ 
       Greg Myhre, Chairperson 

Attest: _____________________________ 
Brent Parker, Coordinator   
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REVIEW LICENSE CENTER PAYMENTS

2026/06/12 AUDITOR WARRANTS:

VENDOR NAME AMOUNT
DAVISON PROPERTIES LLC 4,972.50
OLMSTED SWCD 17,112.00

22,084.50
21 VENDORS PAID LESS THAN $2000.00 6,045.35

28,129.85
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REVIEW LICENSE CENTER PAYMENTS

2026/06/17 AUDITOR WARRANTS:

VENDOR NAME AMOUNT
CARLSEN/RON 2,574.00

2,574.00
2 VENDORS PAID LESS THAN $2000.00 2,056.91

4,630.91
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REQUEST APPROVAL FOR PAYMENTS

2026/06/23 COMMISSIONER WARRANTS:

VENDOR NAME AMOUNT
ABILITY BUILDING COMMUNITY 2,626.69
BKC CONSTRUCTION LLC 151,552.92
CALEDONIA OIL CO INC 5,174.00
DUNN BLACKTOP COMPANY 364,866.44
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC 4,623.33
KWIK TRIP 8,032.85
MINNESOTA ENERGY RESOURCES 3,624.65
OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY 2,547.77
QUADIENT FINANCE USA, INC 20,000.00
TWIN VILLAGE LLC 2,087.33

565,135.98
26 VENDORS PAID LESS THAN $2000.00 10,367.08

575,503.06
PUBLIC HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 7,177.54

582,680.60
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Note: Please submit all agenda request forms and supporting documentation to the BOC email at BOC@HoCoMN.gov by 
noon the Thursday before each BOC meeting to be included on the agenda. If your department needs a resolution number, 
please ask for the number ahead of time via the BOC email. Resolutions should be emailed in word format so they can be 
easily copied and pasted into the meeting minutes. Departments are responsible for scheduling their own public hearings, but 
please email the BOC to verify a date and time is available prior to advertising the hearing to ensure we do not double book 
times. Questions regarding agenda requests and board meetings can be sent to the BOC email. Thank you! 
 

 
Historic Courthouse 

304 S Marshall Street 
Caledonia, MN 55921 

 
 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONER MEETING 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM 
 

 
Board Meeting Date: 6/23/26 
Date Request Submitted: 6/15/26  
Submitted By (Name and Title):  Jordan Knoke- Public Health Director 
 
Please fill in item(s) requested for agenda in correct category below. Add numbers as needed.  
 
Appointment Request: 
 
 
Consent Agenda Request: 
 
 
Action Item Request: 

1. Accept the SMIF Literacy Grant, Public Health will receive 225 books to promote early literacy.  
 

Discussion Item: 
 

1)  
 
Background/additional information can be typed below and/or included with request: 
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Note: Please submit all agenda request forms and supporting documentation to the BOC email at BOC@HoCoMN.gov by 
noon the Thursday before each BOC meeting to be included on the agenda. If your department needs a resolution number, 
please ask for the number ahead of time via the BOC email. Resolutions should be emailed in word format so they can be 
easily copied and pasted into the meeting minutes. Departments are responsible for scheduling their own public hearings, but 
please email the BOC to verify a date and time is available prior to advertising the hearing to ensure we do not double book 
times. Questions regarding agenda requests and board meetings can be sent to the BOC email. Thank you! 
 

 
Historic Courthouse 

304 S Marshall Street 
Caledonia, MN 55921 

 
 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONER MEETING 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM 
 

 
Board Meeting Date: 6/23/2026 
Date Request Submitted: 6/17/2026 
Submitted By: Polly Heberlein, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
Please fill in item(s) requested for agenda in correct category below. Add numbers as needed.  
 
Appointment Request: 
 

 
Consent Agenda Request: 
 
 
Action Item Request: 
 
Request approval of the ‘2026 - Houston County Election Emergency Plan’ which is required by 
Minnesota law to be on file at the Office of the Secretary of State. 
 
 
Discussion Item: 
 

1)  
 
Background/additional information can be typed below and/or included with request: 
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Note: Please submit all agenda request forms and supporting documentation to the BOC email at BOC@HoCoMN.gov by 
noon the Thursday before each BOC meeting to be included on the agenda. If your department needs a resolution number, 
please ask for the number ahead of time via the BOC email. Resolutions should be emailed in word format so they can be 
easily copied and pasted into the meeting minutes. Departments are responsible for scheduling their own public hearings, but 
please email the BOC to verify a date and time is available prior to advertising the hearing to ensure we do not double book 
times. Questions regarding agenda requests and board meetings can be sent to the BOC email. Thank you! 
 

 
Historic Courthouse 

304 S Marshall Street 
Caledonia, MN 55921 

 
 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONER MEETING 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM 
 

 
Board Meeting Date: June 23, 2026 
Date Request Submitted: June 18, 2026 
Submitted By (Name and Title):  Amelia Meiners, Environmental Services Director 
 
Please fill in item(s) requested for agenda in correct category below. Add numbers as needed.  
 
Appointment Request: 
 
 
Consent Agenda Request: 
 

1)  
 
Action Item Request: 
 
Discuss and vote on the need for an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) to be completed on 
Bruening Rock Products proposed Olson Quarry in Yucatan Township, resulting from a citizen petition.  
 
Discussion Item: 
 

1)  
 
Background/additional information can be typed below and/or included with request: 
 
Resolution, EQB Letter and Petition 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-17 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINDINGS AND PETITION FOR AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET FOR THE PROPOSED BRUENING 

ROCK PRODUCTS SAND MINE 

WHEREAS, a petition for an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) has been submitted 
for the proposed project in accordance with Minn Rule, Chapter 4410; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) has designated Houston 
County as the Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU) for the proposed Olson Sand Mine in 
Yucatan Township, Houston County, Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, Houston County received notice of the petition from the EQB on May 18, 2026; 
and 

WHEREAS, a notice of the petition was published in the EQB Monitor on May 26, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, based upon evidence presented by the petitioners, proposers, and other persons or 
otherwise known to the RGU, findings have been prepared; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Houston County Board of Commissioners 
makes the following findings:  

FINDINGS 

1. The above recitals are incorporated as if set forth herein.
2. The Project is a proposed sand mine as described in the Houston County Conditional Use

Permit application and supplementary materials submitted on February 25, 2026 and later
resubmitted on April 10, 2026.

3. Petitioners have filed a request for discretionary environmental review pursuant to the
Administrative Rules promulgated under the Minnesota Environmental Policy Act.
Petitioners suggest that an EAW is necessary because the Project demonstrates the
potential for significant environmental effects.

4. The Project does not meet mandatory thresholds listed under Minn. Rule 4410.4300,
subp. 12.

5. The Project is not exempt under Minn. Rule 4410.4600.
6. Minn. Rule 4410.1000 subp. 3B identifies that the governmental unit need only find that

the project may have the potential for significant environmental effects.
7. The criteria established in Minn. Rule 4410.1700 shall be used in deciding whether a

project has the potential for significant environmental effects.
a. Type, extent, and reversibility of environmental effects;
b. Cumulative potential effects. The RGU shall consider the following factors:

whether the cumulative potential effect is significant; whether the contribution
from the project is significant when viewed in connection with other contributions
to the cumulative potential effect; the degree to which the project complies with
approved mitigation measures specifically designed to address the cumulative
potential effect; and the efforts of the proposer to minimize the contributions from
the project;
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c. The extent to which the environmental effects are subject to mitigation by 
ongoing public regulatory authority. The RGU may rely only on mitigation 
measures that are specific and that can be reasonably expected to effectively 
mitigate the identified environmental impacts of the project; and 

d. The extent to which environmental effects can be anticipated and controlled as a 
result of other available environmental studies undertaken by public agencies or 
the project proposer, including other EISs. 

8. The Petitioners identify the following as reasons for potentially significant environmental 
impacts: 

a. Highly sensitive bluff land and karst topography 
b. Vulnerable groundwater area 
c. Proximity to the Root River, associated wetlands, and a highly erodible section of 

riverbank 
d. Proximity to a trout stream and trout hatchery 
e. Proximity to the Erickson Mine 
f. Presence of outstanding biodiversity and rare, threatened, and endangered species 

in the area 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed project does have the potential for 
significant environmental impacts; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a positive declaration be made concerning the need for an 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) for the Bruening Rock Products project in 
response to the petition.  

Adopted by the Board of Commissioners of Houston County on this 23rd day of June 2026. 

 

HOUSTON COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS  

     

            ____________________________________ 

Greg Myhre, Board Chairperson 

 

Attest: 

 

_______________________________________ 

Brent Parker, County Coordinator 
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Minnesota Environmental Quality Board   VIA E-MAIL (cover letter & petition) 
520 Lafayette Road North      
Saint Paul, MN  55155 
 
May 18, 2026 
 
Amelia Meiners 
Environmental Services Director 
Houston County 
304 S. Marshall Street, Room 209 
Caledonia, MN 55921 
ameiners@HoCoMN.gov 
 
RE: Petition for an Environmental Assessment Worksheet for the Olson Mine project  
 
 
Dear Amelia Meiners, 
 
The Environmental Quality Board (EQB) received a petition on May 15, 2026 requesting that an 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) be prepared for the project described in the petition, and 
on May 18, 2026, the EQB determined that Houston County is the appropriate governmental unit to 
decide the need for an EAW.   
 
All requirements for Minnesota’s Environmental Review Program, including when review is required and 
when review is exempt can be found in Minnesota Rules, chapter 4410.  Please note, a project may not 
be started, and a final governmental decision may not be made to grant a permit, approve a project, or 
begin a project, until a decision has been made for this petition. Project construction includes any 
activities which directly affect the environment, including preparation of land. 
 
The procedures to be followed in making the decision on the enclosed petition (EAW need decision) are 
found in part 4410.1100. Key points in the procedures include: 
 

1. As the designated RGU, you are required to decide the need for preparation of an EAW, 
considering the evidence presented by the petitioners or otherwise known to you about the 
nature and location of the project. In making your decision, you should consider the evidence 
submitted and take into account the factors listed in part 4410.1700, subpart 7. Note that these 
procedures require that a record of decision, including specific findings of fact, be maintained. 

 
2. You have 15 working days from the date of the receipt of this petition to decide on the need for 

an EAW.  (See part 4410.1100.) 
- For RGU decisions made by a board, council, or other body which meets on a periodic 

basis, the time period may be extended by the RGU for an additional 15 days.  
- For RGU decisions not made by a board, council, or other body, the RGU may request an 

extension from the EQB of up to an additional 15 days.  
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Olson Mine 
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05/18/2026 
 
 

3. You must provide written notification of your final decision to the proposer, the petitioners' 
representative, and the EQB, within 5 working days of that decision.  

a. To notify the EQB of your decision on the need for an EAW, please email 
env.review@state.mn.us. The EQB requests that you include a copy of your record of 
decision, including instances where environmental review is mandatory, voluntary, or 
exempt. 
 

4. When notices of decision are sent to EQB, please ensure that:  
a. Decisions have undergone all foreseeable and applicable local administrative processes.  
b. The representative providing notices is authorized to do so on behalf of your 

responsible unit of government.  
 

5. Should you have any concerns about the timelines for final decisions and the timing of any 
needed processes, please contact the EQB as soon as possible.  
 

6. If for any reason you are unable to act on the petition at this time (e.g., no application has yet 
been filed or the application has been withdrawn or denied), the petition will remain in effect 
for a period of one year and must be acted upon prior to any final decision concerning the 
project identified in the petition. It is recommended that you notify in writing both the 
petitioners’ representative and the EQB if you are unable to act on the petition at the time it is 
received. 
 

Notice of the petition and its assignment to your unit of government will be published in the EQB 
Monitor on May 26, 2026. 
 
If you have any questions or need any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
env.review@state.mn.us or 651-757-2873. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Lerohl 
 
Sarah Lerohl 
Environmental Review Program 
Environmental Quality Board 
 
cc: Petitioners’ Representative Jackie Baker 
 j  
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May 14, 2026 

Ms. Sarah Lerohl, Environmental Review 
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board 
520 Lafayette Road N 
Saint Paul, MN  55155 

RE: Request for Discretionary Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) – 
Proposed Mining Project in Houston County 

Dear Ms. Lerohl,  

Please accept the enclosed Request for a Discretionary Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet (EAW) and accompanying citizen petition regarding a proposed mining 
project in Houston County, Minnesota. 

We believe the project has the potential for significant and irreversible environmental 
effects due to the project’s location within a highly sensitive bluffland and karst region, 
proximity to vulnerable groundwater, shoreline, trout streams, fish hatchery, rural 
homes, and therefore warrants discretionary environmental review under Minnesota 
environmental review rules.   

The enclosed materials outline concerns related to: 

● Groundwater and Karst geology
● Trout streams, hatchery, erosion, RIM Land and surface water resources
● Air quality and silica dust exposure
● Traffic, noise, and road safety hazards
● Outstanding biodiversity and rare, threatened, endangered species
● Tourism and recreation

We respectfully request that the Environmental Quality Board review this submission 
and work with the Responsible Governmental Unit to ensure that a Discretionary 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet is ordered and completed prior to any decisions 
related to the project. . 

Thank you for your time and for your continued work to protect Minnesota’s natural 
resources and communities through the environmental review process. 

Sincerely, 

Jackie Baker 
22848 State Hwy 16 
Rushford, MN  55971 
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REQUEST FOR DISCRETIONARY ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET 
(EAW) 

PETITION INTRODUCTION 

Pursuant to Minnesota State Statutes and the Rules of the Minnesota Environmental 
Quality Board, the undersigned residents of Houston, Fillmore, Winona Counties hereby 
request preparation of an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) for the 
proposed Olson Mine, Houston County, Minnesota. Given the unique environmental 
sensitivity of the project area and the potential for significant impacts, a discretionary 
EAW is necessary to ensure informed decision-making and public transparency. 

Petitioners’ Representative: Jackie Baker, 22848 State Hwy 16, Rushford, MN  55971  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Project Name: Olson Mine 

Project Location:  Parcel Id’s 17.0010.000, 17.0010.001, 17.0035.000.  Houston County, 
State Hwy 16 E, Rushford, MN 55971 

Project Proposers:  
G-Cubed Engineering, 14070 Highway 52 Southeast, Chatfield, MN  55923
Bruening Rock Products Inc., 900 Montgomery Street, Decorah, IA 52101
Clair, Patricia, Jarad Olson, 22563 County 13, Rushford, MN 55971

The plans submitted to the Houston County Zoning Administrator on February 25, 2026 
stated that 17.21 acres of the Olson property will initially be mined. The proposed mine 
area, adjacent to a segment of National Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway, State 
Highway 16, is a free standing hill covered primarily with hardwoods typical of the area 
located within Richard J Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest.  This property sits 
directly along the Root River (an already classified impaired river), it adjoins neighboring 
RIM Land, additional wetlands, it is less than 900 feet from Ferndale trout stream, and 
the Daley Creek trout stream is nearby.  Additionally, it is within 1600 feet from the 
operating state-registered Ferndale Fish Hatchery.   

According to plans submitted to the Zoning Office, the mine operator plans to remove 
existing trees on the bluff, the forest floor, vegetation and up to 25’ of overburden. The 
mine face is expected to be 25’ to 220’ in height. According to the proposal, this is a 
long-term operation proposed to operate for 30+ years.  The Jordan Formation will be 
accessed, the mined sand will be run through a crusher and screener for size.  On-site 
water will be used for washing.  Material will be stored in stockpiles on-site.  Blasting will 
also occur.  The processed sand will be loaded on trucks and hauled East or West on 
State Hwy 16.  The location beyond that point is unknown at this time. 
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The proposed mining operation threatens one of Minnesota's most distinctive regions 
and raises critical issues due to its location in the Root River Valley.  The area's karst 
topography presents ecological, geological, and hydraulic complexity. Combined with 
the presence of endangered and threatened species and sensitive plant communities 
on this free standing bluff, this proposal will cause irreparable environmental damage. 

These activities represent large-scale sand mining in a rural and environmentally 
sensitive region. 

Additionally, the proposed mine is located in a unique and highly residential area of the 
County.  The nearest house is just 361 feet from the proposed mining operations, other 
residences are roughly 433 feet, 645 feet, and 897 feet from the proposed mining 
operations.  In total there are 8 single family residences in close proximity as well as a 
public golf course.  The close proximity to these properties will inevitably raise noise, 
dust, and public health concerns.   

POTENTIAL FOR SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  

Petitioners assert that the proposed project has the potential for significant 
environmental effects and therefore the following critical concerns serve as justification 
for an EAW requirement: 

1. Sensitive Karst Geology and Groundwater Vulnerability  

The proposed project lies within the Driftless Area of Southeast Minnesota, 
characterized by karst geology, including sinkholes, fractured limestone bedrock, 
underground drainage systems, and direct groundwater recharge pathways. Karst 
landscapes are highly vulnerable to groundwater contamination, and disturbances from 
blasting, excavation, and stormwater infiltration pose serious risks to drinking water 
wells, springs and seeps, cold-water trout streams, and aquifer integrity. There are 
multiple residences with wells in the immediate area.  

The proposed operations map indicates intended disturbance of the Jordan formation.  
The proposed project area is less than 40 feet from wetlands. The proposed mining site 
is located in a vulnerable quarter section according to the MN Dept. of Ag.  Additionally 
the Groundwater Atlas of Houston County states "Much of the county is a karst terrain 
formed by precipitation and groundwater dissolving underlying carbonate sedimentary 
rock.  Karst provides rapid water movement between the land surface and underlying 
aquifers, increasing their pollution sensitivity.” “In karst areas, there is a close 
relationship between the land surface and the bedrock below.  Connections to enlarged 
underground pathways allows for rapid transport of water, creating unpredictable 
groundwater travel times and flow directions  This makes karst aquifers particularly 
vulnerable to human activities and complicates remediation efforts.”  

The Daley Creek dye trace study is evidence of complex underground activity in the 
Karst landscape. 
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2. Proximity to Trout Streams and Surface Waters 

The proposed project area lies within the Root River watershed, which contains 
designated cold-water resources, including trout streams that are highly sensitive to 
sedimentation, stormwater runoff, groundwater changes, temperature increases, and 
contaminant transport.  

The site is located less than 900 feet from Ferndale Creek, a designated trout stream, 
and within close proximity to Ferndale Fish Hatchery. The Ferndale Fish Hatchery raises 
40,000 - 60,000 trout annually according to the owner. His letter is included in this 
packet.  The Daley Creek is also nearby, another designated trout stream.  Due to this 
proximity, the project may involve both point and non-point discharges of stormwater 
and wastewater that could reach nearby surface waters. A recent Daley Creek Dye 
Trace Report indicated the dye travelled 3400 feet in less than 7 days with underground 
activity.  It reached Ferndale Creek not long after (Appendix A of the report). The 
Erickson mine adjoins the Olson property and Ericksons are currently mining silica sand 
under their 1992 permit.  Any further expansion of that mine will require a Trout Stream 
Setback Permit.  See the DNR attached letter.  The proposed project is mining the same 
material, therefore is subject to the same Trout Stream Setback permit requirements.  
According to their Operation Map Jordan Sandstone will be mined which is 99% silica 
sand.   An Environmental Assessment Worksheet will ensure an accurate and reliable 
sample is obtained with oversight as well as making sure the boring holes are correctly 
sealed to prevent contamination. It’s important to require that all soil boring sampling be 
done by a third party and not the applicants themselves.  Soil sampling should be 
completed using professional soil boring equipment rather than excavators, and the 
sampling depth should align with the depths proposed in the operational plan.     

The proposed site is situated directly along the Root River. The Root River is listed on 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s 2012 Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) list 
(303(d) list) of impaired waters requiring study and restoration. Existing conditions in the 
watershed indicate that the effects of stormwater runoff entering the river are not fully 
understood and may already exceed water quality limits. Any additional disturbance 
within the watershed has the potential to exacerbate existing impairments. Mining in 
karst terrain can rapidly transmit pollutants to surface waters.  

3. Wildlife Habitat, Ecological Impacts, Outstanding Biodiversity 

The proposed project area is bluffland that contains rare and sensitive plant 
communities, migratory bird habitat, unique bluff and prairie ecosystems, sensitive 
wildlife corridors, rare and threatened and endangered species. It is located in the 
Richard Doerr Hardwood State Forest.  All proposed mining activity such as clear 
cutting, removal of overburden, and blasting poses a serious threat to rare, threatened, 
endangered species that live on the unique bluffland.  Mining and associated 
disturbances may cause permanent habitat loss and fragmentation.  
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The proposed project involves mining 17+ acres of pristine bluffland that has been 
identified as having “outstanding biodiversity”.  The outstanding biodiversity ranking by 
the MN Biological Survey is special and unique.  There are three native plant 
communities that occupy nearly the entire bluff with state rankings of critically imperiled 
(Dry Barrens Oak Savanna, Vulnerable to Extirpation (Dry Bedrock Bluff Prairie and 
Oak Shagbark Hickory Woodland).  According to MN DNR ““More than 99% of the 
prairie and savanna that were present in the state before settlement has been 
destroyed, and more that one-third of Minnesota’s endangered, threatened and special 
concern species are now dependent on the remaining small fragments of Minnesota's 
prairie and savanna ecosystem.  Therefore, we (MN DNR) feel that all prairie and 
savanna remnants merit protection.”  This proposed mining project would destroy these 
native plant communities. Two critical pieces of evidence included with this report are 1) 
study of RoseMary Iversen's property which is located on the same bluff and 2) a recent 
NHIS study of the proposed project area. 

Several species listed on the MN Rules Chapter 6134 are on the proposed mining site 
bluffland including the Timber rattlesnake, North American racer and the gopher snake 
along with several others listed in multiple studies highlighted in the evidence document.  
The proposed mining site is a High Potential Zone for the Rusty Patched Bumble Bee, 
which is federally listed as endangered and is expected to be on the MN endangered list 
in 2026.   

4. Wetlands, Shoreland, Bluffland, Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Land 

The proposed project area involves an interconnected network of bluffland, wetlands 
and shoreland that are especially sensitive to disturbance. The adjoining property is 
RIM Land. The RIM program creates conservation easements and seeks to improve 
water quality and wildlife habitat by protecting environmentally sensitive areas and 
enhancing ecological value. The proposed adjacent sand mine and the inevitable 
destruction will negatively affect the already identified and established RIM Land and 
intent of the conservation easements. The owner of the RIM land has committed to a 
perpetual conservation easement to ensure multiple environmental factors are protected 
and preserved. His letter is included in this packet. 

The area's thin soils, karst geology, and highly erodible slopes create a strong 
hydrologic connection between surface activities and groundwater. Wetlands in this 
region perform critical ecological functions, including stormwater storage, groundwater 
recharge, sediment and nutrient filtration, and wildlife habitat. Disturbance or filling of 
wetlands can reduce these functions, increasing downstream flooding potential and 
degrading water quality in nearby trout streams and the Mississippi River watershed. 
Mining, grading, vegetation removal, and heavy truck traffic can alter drainage patterns, 
compact soils, and introduce sediment and pollutants, all of which may directly or 
indirectly impact adjacent wetland complexes. 

Shoreland and bluffland resources in Houston County are similarly vulnerable. 
Development or extraction activities near shoreland areas can increase runoff velocity 
and sediment delivery to streams, raising water temperatures and harming coldwater 
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fisheries that depend on clean, shaded, and stable stream corridors. Blufflands present 
additional concerns due to their steep slopes and thin vegetative cover. Removal of 
vegetation or excavation on or near bluff slopes can destabilize soils, increase landslide 
risk, and accelerate erosion into nearby waterways. Visual impacts to the county’s 
scenic bluffland corridors and potential degradation of habitat for rare and sensitive 
species are also important considerations. Given the interconnected nature of wetlands, 
shorelands, and blufflands, even localized disturbance has the potential to create 
cumulative downstream impacts, underscoring the need for careful environmental 
review and mitigation planning. 

5. Erosion 

The proposed project has the potential for creating substantial erosion. Erosion is a 
critical concern due to the project’s location on a bluff with steep slopes directly adjacent 
to the impaired Root River. The neighboring property owner to the East has witnessed 
frequent and ongoing slough off from the bluff.  Her letter is included in this packet.  
Bluff slopes are inherently unstable and highly susceptible to erosion when vegetation is 
removed and soils are disturbed. Mining activities would require clearing, grading, 
blasting and ongoing heavy equipment use, all of which increase the likelihood of soil 
detachment and transport during precipitation events. According to the proposed 
operation plan, 25 feet of overburden will be removed from the site, stock piled and up 
to a 220’ mine face is planned.   

Stormwater runoff from disturbed bluff areas has the potential to carry significant 
sediment loads into nearby drainageways and ultimately into the Root River, adjacent 
wetlands, trout streams and adjoining properties. Increased sedimentation can degrade 
water quality, impair aquatic habitat, and alter channel morphology. Sediment deposition 
can smother spawning habitat, reduce water clarity, and increase water temperatures, 
which are particularly harmful to cold-water fisheries and sensitive aquatic species. 
Because erosion rates increase exponentially with slope gradient and soil disturbance, 
even short-duration storm events may generate substantial sediment transport from the 
site. According to Minnesota Natural Resource Atlas the proposed mining site “Soil 
Erosion Risk” is HIGH.  

The steep topography also increases the risk of rill and gully formation, slope slumping, 
and localized landslides, particularly during intense rainfall or rapid snowmelt. These 
processes could lead to long-term instability of the bluff face and adjacent properties 
downslope. Given the site’s topographic sensitivity and proximity to surface waters, 
detailed evaluation of erosion potential, stormwater management, and long-term slope 
stabilization is necessary to fully assess the project’s environmental impacts. 

6. Air Quality, Silica Dust, and Public Health 

There is a neighboring sand mine location roughly 500 feet from Olson’s property line.  
The Erickson mine is extracting silica sand, under a 1992 permit.  Since the proposed 
project is mining the same location they will also be accessing the same formation to 
retrieve high quality silica sand in the bluffland. The operation plan of the proposed 
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project indicates using the Jordan sandstone which consists of 99% silica sand (Section 
2 evidence document).  Silica sand mining generates respirable crystalline silica dust, a 
known public health hazard linked to silicosis, lung disease, and increased respiratory 
risks. Potential dust sources include blasting and excavation, crushing and processing, 
truck traffic on the mine access road and Scenic Byway State Highway 16, and wind 
erosion from stockpiles. This is of particular concern to nearby neighbors, including the 
elderly neighbors, local golf course populations, and young children who live less than 
700 ft from proposed mining operations. See Beacon map. If the sand trucks travel East 
through Houston they will be driving directly in front of a nursing home.  An EAW will 
analyze exposure risks to those nearby and assess cumulative impacts over the life of 
the mine. 

7. Noise and Light Pollution 

Noise and light pollution are anticipated to be significant concerns due to the project’s 
proximity to nearby residences, including truck traffic traveling within approximately 361 
to 645 feet of neighboring homes. The proposed project will inevitably create a high 
level of noise for the close neighbors.  Mining operations typically involve heavy 
equipment, blasting or crushing activities, backup alarms, and frequent truck loading 
and hauling. These activities generate sustained and intermittent high noise levels that 
may exceed typical rural background conditions. Increased noise has the potential to 
disrupt sleep, outdoor activities, and overall quality of life for nearby residents, 
particularly during early morning or evening hours when ambient sound levels are 
normally low. Haul truck traffic is expected to be a primary source of both noise and light 
impacts. Trucks traveling to and from the site would produce engine noise, braking, 
shifting, and vibration, as well as repeated use of backup alarms and tailgate impacts. 
Headlights from nighttime or early morning operations may shine directly toward 
neighboring homes due to the elevated topography and roadway alignment, creating 
recurring light trespass and glare. As trucks leave the mining site the lights will shine 
directly into the neighboring residence. This type of intermittent, high-intensity lighting 
can interfere with residential enjoyment of property and may affect sleep patterns and 
nighttime visibility. MPCA Noise Control Classification 1 - for household units including 
farmhouses has statutory limits that range between 50-60 DBA as outlined in the 
evidence document. Given the close proximity of mining operations to others, evaluation 
of potential noise levels, vibration, and light trespass is necessary to fully assess 
whether or not the proposed mine operations do not exceed statutory limits.  

8. Traffic, Road Damage, and Public Safety 

The project will generate substantial heavy truck traffic on a National Scenic Byway, 
creating hazards at the ingress and egress points.  The traffic travelling at high speeds 
will be disrupted by industrial hauling in and out of the mine 6 days a week between the 
hours of 6 am - 8 pm according to the proposed operation plan. It states “trucks will be 
entering and exiting throughout the day.  This will create increased accident risks. 
Vehicles and semis travel at an extremely high rate of speed on that particular stretch of 
highway with frequent passing.  It’s one of the rare areas when passing is allowed since 
it is not directly on a curve. The ingress and egress is currently permitted for a “field 
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road” and not commercial use with no appropriate turning lanes.  Potential impacts also 
include road deterioration and maintenance costs on a State Highway.   

 
9. Tourism and Recreation 

Tourism and outdoor recreation are central to Houston County’s economy and 
neighboring Fillmore County.  The proposed project has the potential to negatively affect 
these resources. Particular concern exists for the nearby Root River State Trail, a major 
regional draw that attracts cyclists and pedestrians seeking scenic bluffland and river 
views. The proposed mine sits right on the Root River and will be clearly visible from the 
river.  The Root River is a major draw for canoeists, tubers, and fisherman from across 
the state. The Root River State Trail runs adjacent to the Root River and the proposed 
mining site.  Visitors come from all over to ride bikes on the Root River State Trail and 
visit the trail towns.  Similarly, the Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway is promoted for 
its scenic vistas, wildlife viewing, and rural character. Industrial activity visible from the 
byway could degrade the scenic quality that supports tourism marketing and visitor 
travel. Taken together, these impacts could reduce recreational use, weaken the 
county’s tourism economy, and diminish the region’s appeal. One local business owner 
recently tracked his July point of sale runs and recorded 1100 unique visitors to his 
business.  Through conversations with his customers he can confidently say these were 
tourists in the area visiting a tourist destination (Root River, the State Trail, camping, 
golfing, fishing etc). Every season brings new visitors (hunting, fall colors). His letter is 
included in this packet. 

10. Archaeological Significance and Historical Resources 
 
There is anecdotal information that the hill has native archaeological importance. The 
Mississippi Valley Archeology Center and HoCunk studied this hill in 2012 when the 
Ericksons wanted to expand their mine. According to them “the hill proposed for the 
sand mine has a very high likelihood of having archeological resources.”  There is also 
reason to believe a cave with markings in it exists on the hill. See evidence letter. 

11. Cumulative, Long-Term Impacts and Conclusion 

The proposed sand mining operation has the potential to create significant cumulative 
and long-term environmental impacts when considered in combination with the 
neighboring existing Erickson mine. Cumulative and phased effects must be considered 
since Bruening Rock Products has proposed at least one other similar project in the 
adjoining county within the last three months. The area may be at risk for phased and 
connected actions. Alternatives to the proposed Olson mine include using sand from 
several of Bruening's already existing mines in Houston County and neighboring 
counties.  

Over time, the incremental loss of forest cover, and natural bluffland and karst features 
can permanently alter the ecological integrity and rural character of the area. Repeated 
disturbance of soils and vegetation across multiple projects increases the risk of 
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erosion, sedimentation, and degradation of groundwater recharge areas, particularly in 
the sensitive karst geology common to southeastern Minnesota. Once these landscapes 
are altered, full restoration of native ecosystems and hydrologic function is uncertain 
and may take decades or may never be fully achieved. The outstanding biodiversity of 
the bluffland merits protection.  The proposed project area is at great risk for irreversible 
environmental damage. For the reasons mentioned in this report, we believe an 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet is necessary. 
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5. Erosion 

●​ Minnesota Natural Resource Atlas - Soil Erosion Risk of Proposed Mine 
●​ Stabilizing shoreland property to prevent erosion | UMN Extension 
●​ Neighbor witnessing existing and ongoing erosion, wildlife, trout streams and 

wetland, Rebecca Christianson - April 20, 2026 
●​ Citizen conversation with Lanesboro Fish Hatchery, Cindy Hatleli - April 20, 2026 

6. Air Quality, Silica Dust, and Public Health 
●​ Crystalline Silica in Air andamp; Water, and Health Effects - MN Dept. of Health 
●​ Silicosis: Causes, Symptoms, Diagnosis & Treatment 
●​ Beacon maps of nearby residences (with distances) and Ferndale Public Golf 

Course 
7. Noise and Light Pollution 

●​ A Guide to Noise Control in Minnesota MPCA 
●​ Noise, Light & Vibration | Environmental Health Project 

8. Traffic, Road Damage, and Public Safety 
●​ Map of State Highway 16 showing large curves with small window to pass at 

ingress/egress point creating safety hazard with trucks entering/exiting 
9. Tourism and Recreation 

●​ Map of Root River State Trail 
●​ Root River STate Water Trails Handout - MN DNR 
●​ State Water Trail Guide And Map To The Root River - MN DNR 
●​ National Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway Map and Information 
●​ Explore an Ancient Landscape | November–December 2015 | Minnesota 

Conservation Volunteer | Minnesota DNR 
●​ Business owner letter regarding importance of tourism in the area, Dean Mierau - 

May 4, 2026 
10. Archaeological Significance and Historical Resources 

●​ Letter from Mississippi Valley Archeology Center on proposed bluff - June 18, 
2012 

●​ Citizen letter regarding archaeological resources on the bluff, Scott Hatleli - April 
20, 2026 
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The Root River is already classified as Impaired Waters requiring study and restoration 
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May 14, 2026 
 
 
Chris Priebe  
G-Cubed 
14070 Highway 52 SE 
Chatfield, MN  55923 
 
This letter is to notify you that a Citizen Petition for an EAW has been submitted on the Olson 
Mine project.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jackie Baker 
Houston County Resident 
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May 14, 2026 
 
 
Bruening Rock Products, Inc 
Ronald Fadness 
900 Montgomery Street 
PO Box 127 
Decorah, IA  52101 
 
This letter is to notify you that a Citizen Petition for an EAW has been submitted on the Olson 
Mine project.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jackie Baker 
Houston County Resident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1937



 
 
 
 
May 14, 2026 
 
 
Clair, Patricia, Jarad Olson  
22563 County 13 
Rushford, MN  55971 
 
This letter is to notify you that a Citizen Petition for an EAW has been submitted on your sand 
mine project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jackie Baker 
Houston County Resident 
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